An Open Letter to Carlos Llorente and his ‘Investigators’

I see that the members of the Broward County Bar Association are rattling swords against the JAABLOG and its presenter, William Gelin, suggesting that some sort of professionalism committee is going to look into “its conduct.”

This letter is to put those inquisitors and investigators on notice that on no less than two separate occasions in two separate years Florida Bar disciplinary committees have looked into purported misconduct of William Gelin as it relates to this blog.

For your information, in each instance, after exhaustive review and research those Florida Bar investigators, committees, reviewers, and counsel concluded that Mr. Gelin is not violating Florida Bar codes by presenting for public dissemination materials posted on this blog.

You may not like what you read, and you may not appreciate what is said about lawyers or this profession. But even in Utopia, somebody has to take out the garbage. This blog may trash persons and professionals, and if those who feel they are unjustly criticized seek to initiate legal action to remedy such a wrong, there is no bar stopping them from doing so.

Nor can there be another bar or bar association inhibiting a free press from publishing those comments and criticisms, unless you want to sacrifice the very First Amendment you as a lawyer should protect.

This letter than is to put the Bar on notice that if any ‘investigation’ is initiated against Mr. Gelin for allowing free speech to be published on the blog, we would have to conclude that ‘investigation’ is in bad faith and violative of the very Florida Bar rules you are sworn to abide by.

The Communications Decency Act protects a host from civil liability for postings by others on a blog he presents to the public. Nevertheless, it can be argued attorneys are held to a higher standard. If that is the case, those who seek to file claims against Mr. Gelin should know we will be holding you to a higher standard. 

Having been exonerated twice by the Orlando and Fort Lauderdale offices of the Florida Bar as not being liable for the postings on JAABLOG, if any new lawyers seek sanctions against Mr. Gelin, please understand you are doing so in contraindication to prior rulings of the Florida Bar. 

Consequently, we would then take administrative action against you for filing spurious claims which you knew or should have known had no merit or foundation. We would correspondingly ask that the highest level of discipline be meted out against you, not Mr. Gelin.

Anyone seeking copies of the prior dispositions the Florida Bar has made concerning JAABLOG can address an email to me, and I will copy you with the said resolutions, exonerating the conduct of this blog or its presenters- concluding that Florida Bar rules have not been violated.

Accordingly, one can only assume that any lawyers who would author a new complaint based on similar postings are doing so vindictively, in bad faith, out of vitriol, and ignoring past precedent.

Govern yourself accordingly.

Norm Kent

