Post-Adjudicatory Drug Court Expansion Program Eligibility & Entry Procedures
The post-adjudicatory drug court is limited to 350 defendants.
To be eligible for the expansion program:
· Offenders are eligible for the expansion program regardless of the offense date if they meet all other criteria set forth.
· The current offense must be a non-violent felony. A nonviolent felony is defined as a third-degree felony violation under chapter 810 or any other felony offense that is not a forcible felony as defined in section 776.08, Florida Statutes. (See sections 948.01(7)(a), 948.06(2)(i)1.c, 948.08(6)(a), and 948.20(6)(a)). Further, federal law prohibits offenders with prior convictions for felony crimes of violence involving the use or attempted use of force against a person with the intent to cause death or serious bodily harm from participating in federally funded drug courts. See 42 U.S.C. § 3797u-1-2.   
· The Criminal Punishment Code (CPC) scoresheet score must not exceed 52 points. 
· Initial screening assessment to be done between first VOP hearing and/or second or at arraignment of defendant with new charges to reflect drug use/abuse history by case managers:
Luz A. Ospina 			Heather Abel
Telephone: (954) 831-8518		Telephone: (954) 831-0669
Beeper: (954) 928-8039		Beeper: (954) 230-0074
· The offender must have been otherwise prison bound. Scores below 44 points are eligible; however, it is recommended that the court issue a finding that states drug court was offered in lieu of incarceration. If the court cannot issue a finding, the appropriate judge should provide written certification that drug court was offered in lieu of incarceration. Score sheets should indicate that the offender was diverted into drug court pursuant to S.B. 1726 (2009).
· The offender must be found to be amenable to post-adjudicatory drug court treatment.
· The offender must be otherwise qualified under section 397.334(3) which provides that entry into any post-adjudicatory treatment-based drug court program pursuant to sections 948.01, 948.06 or 948.20 must be based upon the sentencing court’s assessment of the defendant’s criminal history, substance abuse screening outcome, amenability to services, total sentencing points, recommendation of the state attorney and the victim, if any, and the defendant’s agreement to enter the program.
· Probation or community control violators are eligible. 
· If the offense occurred before July 1st, 2009 the defendant can be placed in drug court on any VOP if the above criteria are met. 
· If the offense occurred after July 1st, 2009 the VOP must be only for a failed drug test, any other technical violations must be dismissed for defendant to be eligible.
· Once referred, the defendants are professionally assessed by BSO treatment to eliminate malingerers and for treatment modality. This assessment will be completed within 10 days of the referral to the program by the drug court judge.
· If defendant violates the rules of the program, with non-drug use related violations, case(s) may be sent back to division for normal handling. New non-drug use related felony law violations will result in case(s) sent back for regular handling.
If you have any questions please contact:
Gary Hilko, Drug Court Manager 
Telephone: (954) 831-6372 
Cellular: (954) 296-7766.
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