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This investigation was initiz ed as an Executive Assignment under Executive Order mumber 07-132 from
Governor Crist out of the Scventeenth fudicial Circuit, in Broward County. The matter came to light when Chrig Roberts,
a criminal defense attorney in Browa [ County, alleged that he had given gifts to Lamy Seidiin, a Circoit Court Judge in
the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit, in xchange for favors. He also alleged that Judge Seidlin was financially taking
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advantage of an eldexly woman who lived in his building. In order to fully understand the context of Mr. Roberts’
relationship with the Broward County udiciary, his career must be briefly explained.

CHRIS ROBERTS

Mt. Roberts became a membe ' of the Florida Bar in 1972. His first job as an attomey was as an Assistant State
Attorney in Broward County, He rar for election as a County Court Judge i the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit in 1976,
and won the election. He began his f st term as 2 Judge in 1977, Roberts had an alcohol problem, and was arrested for
D.UL and a related incident, which 1 sulted in his resignation from the bench in 1981, Shortly thereafter, Mr. Roberts
was charged with a second D.U.L, an . as he described it, his life hit bottom at that point. He went up 10 Alabama for a
while, and on the way back to Florid he got & third D.U.L case. Roberts then begaa to negotiate with the Florida Baz,
and was able to reach 2 resolution w erein he voluntarily placed himself on the inactive list for conduct not related to
misconduct in the practice of law. R rerts would have to provide proof of rehabilitation for his drinking problem, and he

would be able to practice law again.

In fact, Mr. Roberts addressec his alcohol problem and began practicing law again in approximately 1984, He has
been a criminal defense attorney in Br ward County ever since then.

Although Roberts is the comp ainant in this matter, and spoke openly about his allegations to Bob Norman of the
Broward/Palm Beach New Times and © various ofher people, once this matter was assigned to the State Attorney of the
Eleventh Judicial Circuit for eriminal vestigation, Roberts hired counsel and would not speak unless he were granted use
and derivative use immunity by way ¢ 'a subpoena.

R( BERTS’ RELATIONSHIP WITH JUDGE SEIDLIN

Roberts said that he first met udge Seidlin in 1977, He knew him before he became a Judge.. He stated that he
was close friends with him, and that ey were part of an “inner circle.” According to Roberts, he and Seidlin socialized
regularly. They would go out to eat w th their families together, and they traveled together. Roberts would frequently pay
the bill when they ate at restaurants to ether.

THE COURT APPOINTMENTS

According to Roberts, approx mately nine (9) or ten (10) years ago, Judge Seidlin began appointing bim on cases
in the Yuvenile Division. There was 1 0 wheel, or rotating system for court appointments in Broward County at the time.
Tt was completely discretionary as o whom the judges would appoint to cases. Roberts stated that at first, the
appointments from Judge Seidlin we : not frequent, but that as time went on they increased in frequency, until he was
appointed by Judge Seidlin more than my other attorney in the county. Roberts said that for several years he probably got
four to five thousand dollars ($4,000.( ) - $5,000.00) a month in court appointments from Seidlin.

A check with the Broward C unty Administrative Office of the Courts revealed that between April 3, 2001 and
July 24, 2003, Judge Seidlin appoint d Chxis Roberts 10 two hundred and seven (207) juvenile cases, which resulted in
payments to Roberts totaling seventy wo thousand and four hundred and fifty dollars {$72,450.00). Between November
22, 2000 and October 4, 2004, Judg : Seidlin appointed attorney Lance Lyons to three tundred and twenty-six (326)
juvenile cases, which resulted in pay1 ents to Lyons totaling one hundred and fourteen thousand and one hundred dollars
{$114,100.00). Between November 2 !, 2000 and Jammary 30, 2007, Judge Seidlin appointed attorney Michael Sullivan to
six bundred and fifty-four (654) juve: ile cases, which resulted in payments to Sullivan totaling two hundred and twenty-
eight thousand and nine hundred dolle 5 ($228,%00.00).

A sworn statement was taker from Michael Sullivan. Michael Sullivan was a staff attorney for the Sevent_eenth
Judicial Circuit starting in 1993 or 15 4. He initially worked for Judge Miller in the Probate Division, then was assigned
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to the Criminal Division, where he w rked for three (3) or four (4) judges. After that, he was assigt‘led}o wwk for Judge
Seidlin in the Probate Division and v ith the Juvenile Division. At the time, Seidhn. spent hal? of hl.sitlme in the Probate
Division and half of his time in the ] venile Division. In June or July of 1998 Sullivan lefi his position as staff attorney

for the Seventeenth Judicial Cireuit.
received appointments from Judge Si
Tudge Seidhin. He said that he has bo

A swom statement was also
Chris Roberts and Judge Seidlin wes
Agcording to Varsallone, Roberts wo
any appointments for him. Varsallo
Varsallone stated that Judge Seidlin v

In his most serious allegation

jullivan then began to get these appointments from Judge Seidlip. He stat_ed that }m
idfin in both probate cases and juvenile cases. He said that he is good friends with

ght holiday gifts for Judge Seidlin and his wife and child.

tken from Bobby Varsallone, who was Judge Seidlin’s bailiff. Varse}llone'said that
s good friends, and that Seidlin would regularly appoint Roberts on Ju?remle cases.
1d come to ask Varsallone before court, or {o look at the docket, to see if there were
e also said that Judge Seidlin would regularly appoint Michael Sullivan to cases.
3uld appoint Roberts and Sullivan out of loyalty.

THE SHIRT

of all, Chris Roberts alleges that he was in a D.UL jury trial before Judge Seidlin

eight (8) to ten (10) years ago when udge Seidlin approached him before the trial and asked hira, ‘_‘My bahy boy:‘ aren’t
you going to congratulate me?” Rob: #s asked Seiclin, “What should I congratulate you for?” Seidkn responded, “Today
is my birthday.” Roberts wished hi n a happy birthday, and Seidlin then said to Roberts, “You Imow_, I was over at
Burdines, and you go in and make a ] ft, and take 20 paces down the aisle, and there is a mannequin wearing a polo shirt.
Boy would I love to have that shirt.”” oberts said that Judge Seidlin even told him what size he was.

Roberts said that they then w mt into the courtroom and picked a jury. The trial began, anfl the State put on two
(2) witnesses. Roberts alleges that dt sing the lunch break he said to his client, “Come on, letfs go.’ Hl_s client asked him
where they were going, and he told b s client that they were going to the Galleria, to buy the judge 2 shirt that he wanted.

Roberts says that he and his client tf
Seidlin said that it was, and that he t
thirty-six dollars (§36.00) with the gi.

Roberts stated that he then w.
the courtroom. He stated that Seidlix
was, “Before we call any more witne
witnesses that you have called so far,
reach some type of an understanding
to a reckless driving,

Roberts said that he bought t
Roberts said that he remembers that |
bought for so cheap.

Roberts was asked his client
Roberts was asked to go back througl
He stated that he had ne records to go

The fact is that Judge Seidlin
these divisions are divisions whereir
records from the Seventeenth Judicial
a DL jury trial, involving Chris Re
bailiff, Bobby Varsallone, also were
D.U.L trial before Judge Seidlin. Gal
was also interviewed. Mr. Gonzalez
{10) to twelve (12} years. He also v

:n went to the Burdines at the Galleria Mall, that he found the shirt e)gactly where
en bought it for Seidiin. He said that he had it gift wrapped, and that 1t cost about
-wrapping.

nt back to the courthouse and presented the shirt to Seidlin before they went back to
then came into the courtroom, and the first thing that he said upon taking the bench
ses, fet tme just meke a couple of observations, (Mr.) or (Mrs.) State Attorney, the
“don’t find credible. Ihave got real problems with this case. Go out in the hall and
i this case.” Roberts said that he and the prosecutor then negotiated the case down

e shirt for Judge Seidiin because he thought that it would help him.out. in the case.
is client’s comment to him was that he could not believe this, that justice could be

; name, but had no recollection of it. He said that he was a white American male.
any records that he had to find the client, so that this matter could be corroborated.
through regarding this matter. ‘

1as always been assigned to the Juvenile Division and the Probate Divi siqn. _ Bgth of
jury trials are not conducted. However, in an effort to corroborate ‘thls mcxdgnt,
Circuit were obtained and reviewed. There is no record of Judge Seidlin ever trym.g
yerts or any other attorney. Judge Seidlin’s Judicial Assistant, Joann Gallo, anfi his
interviewed, and both of them stated under oath that Chris Roberts never tried a
o was Judge Seidlin’s Fudicial Assistant for over eleven (11) years. Rgl}q Gomzalez
s a deputy clerk who was assigned to Judge Seidlin in the Juvenile Division for ten
srked with him when he did traffic cases. Gonzalez stated that he does not recall
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Judge Seidlin ever presiding over a jur *trial, Ms. Gallo said the same thing. Nikki Jarema, Chris Roberts’ secretary, was
interviewed. She also stated that she d s not recall Roberts ever trying a jury trial before Judge Seidlin.

THE PURSE

Roberts alleges that approxim tely six (6) to eight (8) years ago, he was walking down the hallway on the eighth
floor of the Broward County Courthot e when Judge Seidlin carse out of his chambers, and they approached one another.
According to Roberts, Seidlin said to 1im something like, “My baby boy” or “My sonny boy”, and then erobraced him,
putting his arm aronnd him and shaki; g Roberts” hand, slipping a piece of paper into his hand. According to Roberts, it
was like Judge Scidlin saw a long I 3t cousin. When they broke the embrace, Roberts unfoided the piece of paper.
According to Roberts, it was a stock nventory number from Neirean Marcus. Roberts said that he then asked Sexdlin
what that was, and that Seidlin said {f it his wife’s birthday was coming up, and that it was a purse that she really wanted.
According to Roberts, he knew Seidlir s personality, and he took that to mean, “Buy my wife this purse for her birthday.”

Roberts said that he felt that i he didn’ buy the purse for Judge Seidlin’s wife, that the “speedy” appointments in
Judge Seidlin’s courtroom would dry up, Roberts said that Judge Seidlin subsequently made statements to him like
“Don’t worry, it is not really going to >ost you anything, you know. I will take care of you.” Roberts took that to mean
that he would get three (3) appointme ts and that would pay for the purse. Roberts said that since it was not really going
to cost him anything, and he wanted to keep Judge Seidlin bappy, he had his secretary, Nikki Jarema, go to Neiman
Marcus and purchase the purse. Robe s stated that the purse cost over one thousand dottars ($1,000.00).

Roberts said that he had the p rse gift wrapped, and that one Saturday moming Judge Seidlin called him and told
him that he was flying out of Fort Lat lerdale/Hollywood International Adrport later that day, and that he really wanted to
give the purse to his wife. Roberts se d that it was his impression that Seidlin was going to present the purse to hiz wife
on the plane, and that Seidlin was goi g to give her the impression that he (Judge Seidlin) bought it for her. Roberts said
that he met Seidlin in the parking lot ¢ "the Gold Coast Roller Rink on U.S. 1, and gave him the purse there.

Roberts said that a couple of weeks later, Seidlin came to his office with a wrinkled up old shopping bag and
plopped it on Roberts® desk. Robert asked Seidlin what that was, and Seidhin told him to look. Roberts said that he
opened the bag, and that an offensive, magent odor came out of the bag. Roberts said that he looked into the bag and saw
an old, beat up, stinky, wet leather p se inside. He asked Seidlin what that was, and Seidlin said, *You know, you buy
my wife a purse, I buy your wife a pr -se. One hand washes the other, you know. It is even now . Roberts said that he
thanked Seidlin, and that as soon as S (dlin teft the office, Roberts’ secretary said to Roberts, “Get that foul smelling thing
out of here.” Roberts said that he ther took it out back and dumped # info the dumpster.

Roberts said that not long th reafter, there was another occasion when Judge Seidlin again greeted him in the
hallway at the courthouse and put anc her piece of paper into Roberts’ hand. Again the paper contained the item number
from Neiman Marcus for a purse, thi one even more expensive than the first. Roberts said that this purse cost close fo
fourteen hundred dollars ($1,400.00). Roberts stated that he may have paid for this purse by credit card.

Roberts said that he brought t e purse home. According to Roberts, Judge Seidlin called hirn and asked him ifhe
bought the purse, and Roberts told hi 1 that he did. Seidlin said that he would head right over. Judge Seidlin lives in the
area of downtown Fort Lauderdale, e st of U.S. 1. Roberts lived in Plantation, in western Broward County. Roberts said
that Seidlin drove all the way west on [-395, to Nob Hill Road, and arrived at his home in Hawk's Landing. According to
Roberts, he brought Seidlin into his bedroom, and that Seidlin was taking the box down from a shelf when he saw
Roberts’ wife. Seidlin then put the be : back onto the shelf and sajd to Roberts, “I will talk to you about this later. I gotto
go now”, and then left,

Chris Roherts’ secretary at 1 e time, Nikki Jarema, was interviewed. She said that Chris Roberts and Judge
Seidlin were friends, and that they so jalized. She stated that Roberts did once ask her t0 pick up a purse at the Galleria
Meall, and that he gave her the money lo do so. She thought that it was going to be a birthday present for Judge Seidbin’s
wife from Chris Roberts and his wife She does not recall if Roberts told her to pick up any particular model or style of
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purse, but that Roberts gave ber the noney to pay for it. While she states that Seidlin would occasionally come to
Roberts’ office, she has no recollectio . at all of Judge Seidlin coming into Roberts® office with a brown hag containing a

purse.

Attorney Michae! Sullivan sta :d that he recalls that once when he was in Judge Seidlin’s chambers Chris Roberts

was there with a shopping bag with h: 1dles on it, like from a department store, and Roberts was complaining to him that
Judge Seidlin was giving him back a p wse that he had given the Judge, and Roberts said that he was not happy.

BARBARA MUMFORD KASILER

Roberts spoke of an elderly w man named Barbara Kasler who lived in Judge Seidlin’s building and whorm Judge
Seidlin may have been faking advar age of. It was reported that Seidlin’s young daughter, Dax, was altending an
expensive private school, and that Ba sara Kasler was paying the tuition for this school. Investigation has revealed that,
in fact, Dax Seidlin does attend Pine rest, a private school in Broward County, and that Barbara Kasler did pay for the
child’s tuition. She paid fifieen thou: ind and seven hundred and sixty doilars ($15,760.00) towards the tuition in 2006,
eighteen thousand and five hundred dollars ($18,500.00) towsrds the tuition in 2007, and twenty thousand doliars
{820,000.00) towards the tuition in 2 108, for a total amount of fifty-four thousand and two hundred and sixty dollars
{854,260.00). The payments were as 1 llows;

§14,560.00 2728/ 6
$1,200.0C 10/4/ &
$18,500.00 1/9/0
$20,000.00 1/2/0

Ms, Kasler was bom in 192 |, and is eighty-two (82) years old. A swormn statement was taken from her in
September of 2007. The statemer was taken at Ms. Kasler's condominium — unit 304 of the Marine Tower
Condominium in Fort Lauderdale - by the undersigned Assistant State Attorney and Florida Department of Law
Enforcement Agent James Futch. At he time of the statement, Ms. Kasler seemed lucid, and seemed to understand all of
the questions propounded to her. She estimated her net worth at over six million dollars. She stated that she is very fond
of Dax Seidlin. She searned to have enuine iove for Dax, as was evidenced by the fact that there were at least a2 dozen
and a half photographs of Dax Seidli throughout Ms. Kasler’s apartment. One of the photographs was even in a photo
frame which referenced “Grandma” o it. Ms. Kasler has no grandchildren of her own, and treats Dax Seidlin as her own.
Ms. Kasler stated that the Seidlins bri g ber all of her meals, and she goes out with them to eat on oceasion also. She has
also traveled with them. She stated t at she voluntarily gave the tuition money for Dax to attend Pine Crest, and that it
was her idea to do so.

The investigation also reveale | that in March of 2003, Ms. Kasler sold ancther condominium uait {unit 1701} that
she owned in her building to Larr Seidlin’s in-laws, Barbara and Oren Ray, for three hundred thousand dollars
($300,000.00). This sale was compar d to comparable sales from that time, and this sale was slightly below market value.
Ms. Kasler was questioned about thi: sale during the course of her sworn statement, She stated that one day while she
was in the lobby of her building, La :y Seidlin struck up a conversation with her. She mentioned to him that she was
thinking about seliing the condormini m, and he indicated that he was interested in jt. She said that it was her, and not
Larry Seidlin, who mentioned the pri 2 of three hundred thousand doffars ($300,00.00), and that there was no negotiating
back and forth. She stated that she id not have it listed with a real estate agent. Ms. Kasler stated that she initially
thought that it was Lauy Seidlin and | is wife Belinda who were buying the condominium, but she then leamed that it was
going to be for his in-laws. Ms. Kas] 1 said thet she has Jived in her current unit in the Marine Tower for approximately
twenty-six (26) years, and that she pu chased the other unit (unit 1701) in 1988. She described it as a more desirable unit,
on a higher floor facing the watér. 8 e never moved into it, however, and rented it to her nephew for a while and then it
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was just vacant. It was soon after her sider son Frank died in 2002 at the age of fifty-two (52} that she decided to sell unit

1701,

There was also an allegation
Dax Seidlin. Ms. Kasler was asked
years ago. She stated that she was giy
who was about to go into bankrupt
purchase contract for the properties.

_contract, and that she merely took ow
vacant Jland. Three (3) were in Port
properties in Port St. Lucie to various
kept on increasing, so in 2003, after |
that she wanted to give it to her for D
gave it to her when Belinda agreed to

Through counsel, Judge Seid!
all of the details of this investigation
criminal defense attorney, to represes
Centorino, Chief of the Public Corruyp
whether or not there may have been ¢
there may have been some other mom

An extensive financial invest
August of 2008, there was a total ¢
($413,013.83), not including the tuiti
father-in-iaw from Barbara Kasler.

1at Barbara Kasler had given a piece of real property to Belinda Ray Seid]m,and/or
bout this. She stated that she was given a few properties at least twenty-six (26)
a1 these prupertics by a man whom she had lent five thousand dollars ($5,0Q0.00) to
y. She stated that she was not actually given the properties, but was given the

She stated that the man was making payments on the properties pursuant o a
* the contract and continued to make the subsequent payments. The properiies were
1. Lucie and one (1} was in Palm Bay. Ms. Kasler said that she sold the three (3)
surchasers. She stated that the taxes on the piece of property in Palia Bay gxadga t!y
er son Frank died, she wanted to get rid of everything, so she told Belinda Seidlin
x. Ms. Kasler did not ask Belinda Seidlin for any money for the property. She just
1ay the taxes on it.

n advised that he did not want to come in and give a vohmtary statement to discuss

aless he were subpoenaed in and thus immumized, Instead, he retained Ed Shohat, a
t him. Mr. Shohat met with the undersigned Assistant State Attorney and Joseph
ion Unit of the Miami-Pade County State Attorney’s Office. Mr. Shohat was asked
1y other payments made by Ms. Kasler to Judge Seidlin, and Mr. Shohat stated that
ary payments made.

gation was conducted, and it was determined that between Novcrr}ber of 2003 and
7 four hundred and thirteen thousand and thirteen dollars and eighty-}hree cents
m payments, that were paid to Judge Seidlin’s wife, daughter, mother-in-law, and

The details as to the checks a : as follows:
DATE | CHECK PAYEE AMOUNT MEMO
NUMBER
11/12/03 646 Dax Raylen Seidlin $10,000.00 Gift
11/12/01 647 Belinda Ray $10,000.00 Gift
1/9/04 652 Belinda Ray $130,000.00
57704 692 Belinda Ray £100,000.00 Gift
1/1/08 744 Barbara Ray $10,000.00
1/1/05 745 Belinda Ray $10,000.00
1/1/05 746 Dax Seidlin $10,000.00
12/6/05 814 Belinda Ray £1,000.00 Dax Birthday
12/12/05 81¢% Belinda Seidlin $2,000.00 Boat Show & Christmas Party?
1/1/06 827 Dax Seidlin $10,000.00
1/1/06 828 Belinda Ray $10,800.00
1/1/06 829 Barbara Ray $10,000.00
1/6/06 831 Cash $630.00
3/17/06 838 Belinda Seidlin $950.00
1/23/06 341 Cash $1,000.00
1/26/06 851 Cash $2,000,00
221086 F¥KBA4 Belinda Ray $480.00 Parking_
2/28/06 855 Pinecrest School $14,560.00 Pax Serdhn
3724706 867 Cash $2,000.00
717/06 7879 Casly $1,680.0¢ Gold Heaf‘t
10/4106 923 Pinecrest £1,200.00 Pax Seidlin
18/16/06 TO02 Cash $428.00 Aidr Conditioner — Besi Buy
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12/22/06 309 Cash $2,500.00
172707 950 Belinda Ray $10,000.00
1/2/07 951 Dax Seidlin $12,000.00
1/2/07 052 Barbary Ray $12,000.00
1/9/07 085 Pinecrest $18,500.00
223407 961 Qrzn Ray $2,530.00
2/2770% 262 Oren Ray $2.600.00
1/2/08 1077 Pinecrest $20,000.00 Dax Seidlin
1/2/08 1078 Barbara Ray $12,000.00
1/2/08 1079 Dax Seidlin $10,000.00
1/2/08 1080 Belinda Ray $12,000.00
373008 1100 Oren Riy $12,000.00
8/22/08 560 Cash $3,185.83 Avis Rent-A-Car
Total given to Dax Seidlin; $52,000.00
Total given to Belinda Ray Seidhin: $286,430.00
Total given to Barbera Ray: $44,000.00
Total given to Oren Ray: $17,130.00
Total paid to Pine Crest: $54,260.00
Total paid to cash and deposited into
Larry and Belinda Seidlin’s checking acec mt: $13,453.83
GRAND TOTAL $467,273.83

Some of the checks were mad : out to cash and deposited into Larry and Belinda Seidlin’s joint checking account.
Curiously, none of the payments we 3 paid directly to Judge Seidlin. However, these funds were traced, and clearly
benefited Larry Seidlin. For exampl :, On January 9, 2004, Barbara Kasler wrote a check to Seidlin’s wife, Belinda
Seidlin, in the amownt of one hundre¢ and thirty thousand dollars ($130,000.00). That check was deposited into Belinda
Seidlin’s checking account that same lay. That same day, January 9, 2004, a check in the amount of one hundred and
thirty two thousand and three hundred and thirty two doilars and nineteen cents ($132,332.19) was written from that same
account to pay off the remaining balar ¢ on the mortgage on Larry and Belinda Seidlin’s condominium.

On December 16, 2008, the 1 idersigned Assistant State Aftorney and Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Agent James Futch met with and tool 2 sworn statement from Robert Brian Judd, Esquire. Mr, Judd is a shareholder in
the law firm Gunster Yoakley and is 2 member of the firm’s Business Litigation and Private Wealth Services Practice
Groups. His practice areas consist of isiate, Trust and Guardianship related litigation, Estate Planning, and Estate, Trust
and Guardianship Administration.

M. Tudd stated that he becan & Ms. Kasler’s attorney in the area of her financial matters in 2004. Prior 10 that,
Ms. Kasler had been represented by ¢ colleague of Mr. Judd’s for approximately twenty-five (25) years. Mr. Judd said
that he was fully aware of the fact that Ms. Kasler made regular yearly gifis to the Seidlins. Mr. Judd explained that many
clients of the same age as Ms. Kasler nd similarly financially situated regularly make such gifts. He explained that there
are no tax implications for Ms. Kasle in giving a gift of up to thirteen thousand dolkars (313,000.00) a year to as many
recipients as she wants to give such a gift to. Mr. Judd explained that the amount has recently gone up to thirfeen
thousand doliars. It was previousty te : thousand dolars ($10,000.00) and then twelve thousand dallars ($12,000.00). Mr.,
Judd said that he regularly discusse this “gifting program” with Ms. Kasler, and that at all times hq found her to be
competent and of sharp mind. Mr. Ju Id was shown all of the checks that Ms. Kasler wrote to the Seidlins, and he sta."_ted
that he was not surprised by them. 1 e did state that he was not aware of the larger checks for one bundred and thirty
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